
Social Studies Concept Maps

Learning Module: Class Meetings
Grade Four

Trimesters: 1, 2, 3

Social Studies Standards

History Standards:
None

Geography Standards:
None

Economics:
6.1.4.D.  Explain what influences the choices people make.

Civics and Government:
5.1.4.A. Examine school rules and consequences.
5.1.4.B. Explain rules and laws for the classroom, school, community,
and state.
5.2.4.A. Identify individual rights and needs and the rights and needs
of others in the classroom, school, and community.
5.2.4.B. Describe the sources of conflict and disagreement and
different ways conflict can be resolved.
5.2.4.C. Describe the roles of leadership and public service in school,
community, state, and nation.
5.2.4.D. Describe how citizens participate in school and community
activities.
5.3.4.F. Explain how different perspectives can lead to conflict.

Understandings

● It takes cooperation and an understanding of other
perspectives for everyone’s rights to be respected.

● Conflicts arise and can be resolved in many ways.
● Leadership is a shared responsibility.
_________________________________________________________________

Skills and Literacy Connection

● Foster a positive self image.
● Recognize direct and indirect influences on decision-making.
● Use the Wheel of Choice to resolve conflict.
● Use communication skills to articulate a perspective or opinion

on an issue.
_________________________________________________________________

Key Knowledge

● Bullying has negative effects on others and on overall school
climate; respond with assertiveness, effective communication.

● Students can be proactive to stop bullying and get along with
others by problem solving.

● Self esteem affects how we feel about ourselves and how we
relate to others.

● 7 Habits of Highly Effective People: be proactive, begin with
the end in mind, put first things first, think win-win, seek first to
understand then to be understood, synergize, sharpen the saw.



Social Studies Concept Maps
Learning Module: Junior Achievement

Grade Four
Trimester: Three

Social Studies Standards
History Standards:
None

Geography Standards:
None

Economics:
6.1.4.A. Identify scarcity of resources in a local community.
6.1.4.B. Recognize the difference between basic needs and wants. Explain the
role of producers in making goods and providing services.
6.1.4.C. Illustrate what individuals or organizations give up when making a
choice.
6.1.4.D. Explain what influences the choices people make.
6.2.4.A. Explain how a product moves from production to consumption.
6.2.4.B. Determine how sellers compete with one another.
6.2.4.C. Differentiate between monetary and non-monetary incentives in
advertising.
6.2.4.D. Explain the role of buyers and sellers in determining prices of products.
6.2.4.E. Explain why local businesses open and close.
6.2.4.F. Describe the role of a private economic institution in the local
community.
6.2.4.G. Explain the three basic questions all economic systems must answer:
What to produce? How? For whom?
6.3.4.A  Explain how government responds to social needs by providing public
goods and services.
6.4.4.A. List and explain factors that promote specialization and division of
labor.
6.4.4.B. Explain why nations trade.

Civics and Government:
5.1.4.A. Examine school rules and consequences.
5.2.4.A. Identify individual rights and needs and the needs and rights of others
in the classroom, school and community.
5.2.4.B. Describe the sources of conflict and disagreement and different ways
conflict can be resolved.
5.2.4.C. Describe the roles of leadership and public service in school,
community, state and nation.
5.2.4.D. Describe how citizens participate in school and community activities.
5.3.4.F. Explain how different perspectives can lead to conflict.

Understandings

● Recognize the impact entrepreneurs have on a region.
● Certain traits are common to successful entrepreneurs.
● Explain how resource providers, businesses, and consumers are

interdependent.
_________________________________________________________________

Skills and Literacy Connection

● Use oral and written communication skills to express ideas and
make decisions on a team.

● Analyze, categorize, and evaluate alternative solutions to a
problem.

● Solve problems through collaboration and present solutions to a
group.

● Apply learning and vocabulary to new situations.
_________________________________________________________________

Key Knowledge

● Entrepreneurship: well known businesses, traits of an entrepreneur
● Tools for entrepreneurs: resources, products, and services related

to business
● Revenue/Expenses of a business
● Problem-solving: potential risks and rewards and the outcomes of

each business decision
● Globalism: manufacturing and trade, supply chain
● Define natural, human, and capital resources.
● Describe how products and services use resources.
● Identify the fundamental tasks required to run a business.
● Explain the importance of keeping an accurate account of a

business’s financial information.
● Key terms: Advertising, capital resources, entrepreneur, expense,

goods and services, human resources, innovation, loss,
interdependence, manufacturing, natural resources, price,
products, profit, region, resources, revenue, risk and reward,
services, supply, supply chain, trade, traits



Social Studies Concept Maps
Learning Module: State Government

Grade Four
Trimester: Three

Social Studies Standards
History Standards:
None

Geography Standards:
None

Economics:
None

Civics and Government:
5.1.4.B. Explain rules and laws for the classroom, school, community
and state.
5.1.4.C. Explain the principles and ideals shaping local and state
government (liberty, democracy, justice, equality)
5.2.4.A. Identify individual rights and the needs and the rights and
needs of others in the classroom, school, and community.
5.2.4.C. Describe the roles of leadership and public service in school,
community, state and nation.
5.2.4.D. Describe how citizens participate in school and community
activities.
5.3.4.A. Identify the three roles of the three branches of
government,
5.3.4.B. Describe how the elected representative bodies function in
making local and state laws.
5.3.4.C. Identify the services performed by local and state
governments.
5.3.4.D. Identify positions of authority at the local, state and national
level.
5.3.4.E. Explain the voting process.
5.3.4.F. Explain how different perspectives can lead to conflict.

Understandings

● Citizens who take an active role can have a voice in their
government (concept of democracy).

● People have certain rights and responsibilities as a citizen of
a state.

● Different perspectives can lead to conflict.
● People with different perspectives must work together (by

compromising or negotiating) to make progress.

_________________________________________________________________
Skills and Literacy Connection

● Compare/contrast citizen’s rights versus citizen’s
responsibilities and three branches of government.

● Use sequencing skills to describe how a bill becomes a law
or system of checks and balances.

● Use communication skills to explain (speaking or writing) a
perspective on an issue or topic.

_________________________________________________________________
Key Knowledge

● 3 branches of government and their functions: executive
(governor’s office), legislative (PA senate, PA House of
Representatives), and judicial (state supreme court).

● How a bill becomes a law
● Rights and responsibilities of citizens
● System of checks and balances within state government
● Key terms: state government, governor, executive,

legislative, judicial, representatives, senators, rights,
responsibilities.



Social Studies Concept Maps
Learning Module: Pennsylvania History

Grade Four
Trimester: One

Social Studies Standards
History Standards:
8.2.4.A. Differentiate common characteristics of the social, political,
cultural, and economic groups from Pennsylvania.
8.2.4.B. Locate historical documents, artifacts, and places critical to
Pennsylvania history.
8.2.4.C. Explain how continuity and change in Pennsylvania history
have influenced personal development and identity (belief
systems/religion, commerce/industry, technology,
politics/government, physical and human geography, social
organizations)
8.2.4.D Distinguish between conflict and cooperation among groups
and organizations that impacted the history and development of
Pennsylvania.

Geography Standards:
None

Economics:
None

Civics and Government:
5.1.4.D. Identify key ideas about government found in significant
documents
5.2.4.B. Describe the sources of conflict and disagreement and
different ways conflict can be resolved.
5.3.4.F. Explain how different perspectives can lead to conflict.

Understandings
● Pioneers settled in PA to gain new opportunities and

religious freedom.
● Conflict and cooperation among groups of people

influenced the development of Pennsylvania.
● Early events in Pennsylvania history had an impact on

Pennsylvania’s government and culture.
_________________________________________________________________

Skills and Literacy Connection

● Sequence events in Pennsylvania history.
● Understand and analyze the difference between primary source

documents (first-hand) and secondary sources.
● Locate and utilize resources to gain knowledge relating to

Pennsylvania history.
● Distinguish between credible and non-credible online sources.
● Identify various perspectives of groups of people that may lead to

conflict.
● Identify central idea and supporting details.
● Distinguish between faulty and valid generalizations.
● Draw conclusions based on textual evidence.

________________________________________________________________
Key Knowledge

● Goods and resources native to PA and how settlers used
them; the development of products/industries

● Relationships with Native Americans: conflict and
cooperation, influences Native Americans have

● People who had an impact on Pennsylvania: William Penn,
Hannah Penn, King Charles II, James Logan, Thomas Penn,
John Penn, Quakers

● Major events that have shaped PA: Charter of 1681, Charter
of Privileges, Walking Purchase, Treaty of Shackamaxon

● PA State symbols
● Key terms: Quakers, abolitionists, indentured servants,



Social Studies Concept Maps
Learning Module: Regions of Pennsylvania

Grade Four
Trimester: Three

Social Studies Standards
History Standards:
8.1.4.A. Identify and describe how geography and climate have
influenced continuity and change over time.

Geography Standards:
7.1.4.B. Describe and locate places and regions as defined by
physical and human features.
7.2.4.A. Identify the physical characteristics of places and regions.
7.2.4.B. Identify the basic physical processes that affect the physical
characteristics of places and regions.
7.4.4.A. Identify the effect of the physical systems on people within a
community.
7.4.4.B. Identify the effect of people on the physical systems within a
community.

Economics:
None

Civics and Government:
None

Understandings
● Pennsylvania is divided into five unique regions.
● Culture, climate, general population, resources, and

geographical features vary in the five Pennsylvania regions.
● Geographical features and resources available in each

region impact how people live.
● The expansion/growth of our country was a time of pain

and hardship for many.
_________________________________________________________________

Skills and Literacy Connection

● Use text features to interpret an author’s message.
● Compare and contrast features and characteristics of

different PA regions.
● Identify cause/effect relationships between people and

physical regions (people on physical regions, physical
regions on people).

● Identify central ideas and relevant details in nonfiction text.
● Write an opinion essay, after analyzing a variety of

secondary sources.

_________________________________________________________________
Key Knowledge

● Different landforms in Pennsylvania and how they shape
each region: Atlantic Coastal Plain, Piedmont, Ridge and
Valley, Allegheny Plateau

● Key terms: climate, natural resources, landforms



Social Studies Concept Maps
Learning Module: Regions of the United States

Grade Four
Trimester: Two

Social Studies Standards
History Standards:
8.1.4.A. Identify and describe how geography and climate have
influenced continuity and change over time.
8.1.4.C. Identify a specific research topic and develop questions relating to
the research topic.
8.3.4.C. Explain how continuity and change in U.S. history have influenced
personal development and identity.
8.3.4.D. Distinguish between conflict and cooperation among groups and
organization that impacted the history and development of the United
States.

Geography Standards:
7.1.5.A. Describe how common geographic tools are used to organize and
interpret information about people, places and environment.
7.1.4.B. Describe and locate places and regions as defined by physical
and human features.
7.2.4.A. Identify the physical characteristics of places and regions.
7.2.4.B. Identify the basic physical processes that affect the physical
characteristics of places and regions.
7.3.4.A. Identify the human characteristics of places and regions using
(population, culture, settlement, economic activities, political)
7.4.4.A. Identify the effect of the physical systems on people within a
community.
7.4.4.B. Identify the effect of people on the physical systems within a
community.

Economics:
None

Civics and Government:
5.1.4.F. Identify state symbols, national symbols, and national holidays.
5.3.4.G. Identify individual interests and explain ways to influence others.

Understandings
● Culture, climate, general population, resources, and

geographical features vary from region to region.
● Geographical features and resources available in each

region impact how people live.
● The United States is divided into unique regions based on

location and diverse characteristics.
_________________________________________________________________

Skills and Literacy Connection
● Research the features of each region.
● Oral presentation based on the research.
● Compare and contrast the various features of the regions.
● Make inferences of how the features influence the culture

(including goods and services) of the region.

_________________________________________________________________
Key Knowledge

● Key Terms: resources, physical features, climate, industries,
products, region

● Landforms that impact the region- plateau, ridge, mountain
range, basin, peninsula, canyon, coast, valleys

● Characteristics* of the five US Regions:
NORTHEAST REGION (Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland, Pennsylvania)
SOUTHEAST REGION (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,Tennessee,
Virginia,West Virginia)
MIDWEST REGION (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota,
Wisconsin)
SOUTHWEST REGION Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma
WEST REGION (Alaska, Utah, Wyoming, Washington, Montana,
Nevada, Hawaii, Colorado, Oregon, California, Idaho)
*Characteristics include geographical features, products,
resources, climate, culture & location.



Standards Not Covered/Need to be Shifted to Another Grade:

History
✓ 8.3.4.A. Differentiate common characteristics of the social, political, cultural and economic groups in US

history.  (5th grade)
✓ 8.3.4.D.Distinguish between conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations that impacted

the history and development of the United States. (5th grade)
✓ 8.4.4.A. Differentiate common characteristics of the social, political, cultural and economic groups in

world history. (6th grade)
✓ 8.4.4.C. Explain how continuity and change in world history have influenced personal development and

identity.
✓ 8.4.4.D. Distinguish between conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations that impacted

the development of the history of the world. (6th grade)

Civics and Government
✓ 5.1.5.E. Identify the individual rights guaranteed by the PA Constitution and the U.S. Constitution.
✓ 5.3.5.C. Describe the role of local and state government officials.
✓ 5.3.5.D. Describe the primary duties of elected local, state, and national positions.
✓ 5.3.5.G. Describe how groups try to influence others.
✓ 5.4.5.B. Describe the difference between nation and country.


